
NOTES FOR THE FIRST HOUR 
EXAM
Spring 2017

The first hour exam will be held on Mon., 27 Feb during normal class hours. The exam will be 

closed note, closed book and all electronic devices (including phones, computers, calculators) must 

be stored out of sight.  I will remind the class of this before handing out exams.  I will provide a list 

of formulae and results (such as equations for Fourier series and Fourier coefficients for both trig 

and complex series, equations for finding unit vectors and lists of indefinite integrals. ) I will expect 

you to be able to do very elementary integrations such as cos x, sin x and polynomials.  

  

  I will provide results for any indefinite integral (apart from the elementary examples mentioned 

above), although you will need to evaluate them at appropriate limits and if necessary, evaluate 

Fourier coefficients. Expect to see this information in the form:

Integrate[{x Cos[n x], x Sin[n x]}, x]
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I will give you this information, but you will need to understand the Mathematica notation to inter-

pret it, and also know how to evaluate the integrals at the appropriate limits.  You will need to be 

able to determine whether to use the cos(nx)/sin(nx) formulation or the cos(n π x/L)/sin(n π x/L) 

formulation.  If I ask you to find a Fourier series, you may use either the trig or complex version, 

but you must show all necessary work in either case.

The exam will cover all material discussed in class, computer lab and assigned for reading (in the 

text and online classnotes).  You will be expected to :

• Determine Fourier coefficients and Fourier series for functions that are 2 π or 2 L periodic.  

• Use and apply Dirichlet' s theorem, including evaluating series and identifying which functions 

can (or cannot) be expanded in a Fourier series..

• Use Parseval' s Theorem.

• Understand and make use of the 2 π periodicity of trig functions.

• Make use of the property of orthogonality.



• Find scale factors for a coordinate system given the transformation equations.

• Compute unit vectors and expressions for velocity and acceleration in a coordinate system.

• Identify if a coordinate system is orthogonal.

We should begin our review of tensor notation and Einstein summation notation; these topics will be covered on 

the second hour exam and will not show up on the first hour exam.

2     phys301-2017firsthourexamnotes.nb


